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Program Notes
MSU RESEARCHERS DIG FOR TAXOLALTERNATIVE
Imagine That! Stierle — airs Feb. 19 at 9 p.m. on KUTM/KGPR and Feb. 20 at 7:33 a.m. on
KEMC and 6:28 p.m. on KGLT)
Imagine tracking down a natural anti-cancer agent and saving a forest at the same time. 
That’s what MSU scientist Andrea Stierle discusses in the next episode of Imagine That!, airing 
Sunday, Feb. 19, at 9 p.m. on KUFM/KGPR.
A little more than a year ago Stierle, a researcher in the plant pathology department of 
Montana State University - Bozeman, her husband Donald, a chemistry professor at Montana 
Tech in Butte, and plant pathologist Gary Strobel, also of MSU, announced that they had found 
an alternative source for taxol. Taxol, made from yew tree bark, shrinks ovarian and breast 
tumors.
The trio isolated a compound in a fungus that lives on the yew trees, making it feasible to 
produce taxol without chopping down ancient forests. They then set about to recreate the 
compound in a laboratory. Stierle explains how taxol works and reports on their progress in this 
week’s episode of Imagine That!
Imagine That! is produced as a joint venture between The University of Montana - 
Missoula and Montana State University - Bozeman. This week’s segment also airs Feb. 20 at 
7:33 a.m. on KEMC and 6:28 p.m. on KGLT. For more information, call Lilly Tuholske, Univer­
sity Communications research news editor, (406) 243-2522, or Annette Trinity-Stevens, MSU 
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